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RAGTINE

The time is £946 and my 15th yean ot idf in my adolescence.
The finst world wan was enteading ils 32d yean as ourn fLamily,
recent emigaant faom Hunguary, siruggled coflectively Lo osurvive and
prepare its second generation foa its place in the New woald,

I was the 3ad of Zour children Loan of parents with a
Eunopean HBackgaound and cufiune. Despite oua despenale
poveaty,all of us areceived some paivate education 4n fusic. fy
wisten, iwo yeans obdea than I had a £itite advantege in Reding
the Zinst Lo staat studying the piano. At the age of 9 I was
senl to a fvcaf pianc teachesn, a Az, Gaeenwood,who foa 50 cents an
houa, introduced me fo the aat of piano playing. He was a gentie
peason and not given to alaong discipline and unforlunalely taught
me very Little of basic haamony, He necognized that I had a good
earn for music and thal I fearned veny gquickly, Once having
acquined a hknowledge of the key Board, I was din the habit of
2illing in with my own harmony when the going was too tough,

I did noi take Lo practice gracelully 8ui had to de Yaeminded
each day to pul din my houn of practice - on elsel fly molther was a
veay determined peason and there was no escape faom her vigilance.
So., din spite of mysels, 1 fearned to play the pianc. By the end of
the 3ad yeaa of study, I suddenty realized that I could 2ead music
quite neadily and I developed moae interest and enthusiasm 4in my
musice 1 also found that I could play most of the then populan
tunes without the 8enefit of the waitten music. I did not realize
at thai time that I had quile a high Level of pitch recognilion
which 4in all ‘prolability was passed on to me farom osome gifiled
predecessons, My parents did not recognize this potentiel and Iz
was nol given the opportunity to take advantage of this gift., At
Rest, my educalion in music was quile inadeguate . On the otlhea
hand, my sisten pacved Lo be a Letter sludent than I and Llalea was
given advanced taaining ly a well qualified Leachex of music,
Thene was some thought of a careen as & conceal pianist ful in
netrospect, I rnealized that this was notl to Le, fox she Lacked the
naturad talent which unfoatunately was entirely Bestowed on me and
I am ceniain that, despite hea acquiring an advanced technical
okild, this was nol enough to qualily her as an pgrforming aartist.

ans Loxa oun Lamidy of six. We Lived in a thaze
westean pant of St.Louis 4 a 2ittle crowded Loa
six But somehow oa othea we made <t do. At the age of £0, I waas
sefling newspapers. 1 recatfl the very cold winters when we had 2o
get up Before dawn on Sundays and deliver the papers and hawk oun
papers from street Lo sincet. At the age of €3, I got a jok as
defiveay 8oy and flunkey <in u daug stone where I wonrked until Late
hours aftean schoof and retuaned home at night on nollen
shkates.Later, I was given a Cicycle which Became my main foam of
trapef foa many years to come. Duning this peniod, I had veay
tittle time foa practice on the piano, and had to discontinue nmy

fessons.

Thease were Laying ye
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When I was 15 and in the second grade of high schood, my good
neighfon, a fr,lerner told me that a friend was aloul Lo open «
néickelodeon in oun neighforhood and was in need of a pianist, This
came as a soat of a Bomé shefd for I was Litile prepared forn i
and funthesrmonre I had to jfoin the Local musician’s union (No.2)
Lefore I would BLe peamitied to play in the movie theatre, I met
the ownea, a flas, flucarthy who seem guitle willing Lo hizre me ail
the magnificient safany of $%.00 a week. ( The prevailing salany
ol union musicians then was £8 pen week and mandafory ) This was
guile an advance from the $2.50 a week I was making atl the daug
stone and the houas would 8e Lettea. I then decided Lo go ahead.

At 25, I was stitl weaning knickeas. This centainingly would not
do Zoa a neguirement fLoa admission to the musician’s union was a
minumum age of £8 and a passage of an examinialion foa paoficiency
Ly membens of the board. Unabile Lo afford the puachase of a pain of
tong pants, I managed to Lorrow one faom a friend in the nedighboa-
food, Afthough ,a Lit too Long for me, il added two years Lo my
appearance and folstered my courage a £it. .

7he examination ftook place at the Union headquaters. I was given
several pieces of music to nead and apparently I did quite well
Loa I passed the examinaiion with [felying colors., I paid my

dues, netuanéd the Loarowed pants , and Looked eboutl fLoa peamanent
pain of Long pants to enhance the illusion of mature

professional musician,

I had Litife heldp . I gathered up all the music I had, and some
of Mangardit’s and obtained some [free professional copies of the
popular tunes of the time. These wene disinibuled free of change
8y music companies in an effort to popularize them. They had onty
the words and the melodic fine. I had to Zile in the haamony But
this came easily foa me., One thing I did not expecd was the eniny
of « Itatian tenorn on the scene . He was « salvaged alcoholic and
protegee of Mrs flacCarthy ,( I suspecled he served a mone useful
purposef Duning inteamission, he would entertain the audience &y
singing some operalic ania oa some popular Italian popular medley
such as Funiculi Funicufla, Rosa faria, and olhers which excape my
memory, Despite his dainking, he had a magnificent tenoa wvoice
and good musical Backgrown. But a hell of a tempen. At Lirsd il
was haad to heep up with him and he would tuan towands me wilh
daggeas Zeying from his eyes should I make a mistake on fail to
Lolfow him closely. Il was a taying experience and I had Lo make
it on efse I would Le dismissed., I fearned quickly and my ean foa
nusic saved me foa I could anticipate the haamony and follow him
regardless of my ability Lo read, After a Lew weeks, Lhias
tempeamental Itafian and I Recame faiends and got along well. I
owe a Lot to him foa he gave me the expenience I needed as an
accompanist that came din so handy Lalen in my careenr a3l «

musdician,

In those days, Nickelodeons sprang up alf over town as the Mloviey

decame a populan enteatainment media., Most of the pictures weare
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westeans . and comeddie one o4 two areels in Lenghl.They wene
paojected on the scaeen 8y a hand daiven projector with caabon
Light sounce, The operatonr had to judge the speed of the fLilm on
else they would flicken should the speed fde reduced. This is
penhaps the neason the British called the movies the [flickeas,
Aftar each reaf, the action stopped as the openatoa changed the
reals for a new one., Duning this peaiod, I had to enteatain the
audience By playing some popular tune.onr a nendition of an Italian

s0mg

These Nickelodeons wene usualy conveated small slores. They
rarely seated mone than a hundred and usually they were seldom
Lifled to capactlily, By the time they coflecled enough Lo pay me,
the operalon, the nent and changes fon the fidms, Lthere was Lilile
if any remaining foa lhe ownen, It was no wonder thai most of the
small ventunres closed and were replaced &y Largen thealens
seating 500 o1 mone., I seaved my apprenticeship Loa almosl a
yean,when Mrs, MacCaathy threw in the sponge and hea Iilalian Lenos
retreated to the dottfe. I saw veny £Little of them aflea Lhis
afthough they Lived close By. :

The next two years wene spent in similan establishmenis as a solo
pianist where I expanded my cofletion of music and skill atl the
piano, The noutine usually consisted on an overlune before the
screen Lighted up. I would play an overture faom the operas of
Von Webea, Wagnea, and many of the Italian operas. I assure you
that they wene not sneceived with any show of appreciailion. In
fact, in one of the theaters focated in the Italian district I waas
often greeted with a ARaarage of aoiten tomatoes oa_ othen
vegelalles thdt wene Left oven By the Local vendeas . 70
counteaact this menace, I decided to tuan the Back of the piano o
the audience., This helped a 8it, Luf using a technic devefoped in
the ginst wondd waa By Mortans I continued to aeceive dinect
hits.This pracltice came £fo a rapid hatl when the management
decided to employ a founcen, an ex-pugulisd , punch daunk and mean
who would not hesitate fto grald a offenden By the scuff of the neck
and caary him up the Jsfe to the exit., This would caeale a
momeniary caisis Bul peace would eventually netuan,
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By now I had accumufated quite an assortment of music which [
considenate appropaiate fon ithe asilent movies alihough I had ro
yardstick to go 8y. I oldtained some numfens that were especially
written fon the movies, A senies of incidental nmusic called
"huraies® consisting of shoat passages to le used on sequences of
action depiciing extreme excitement , the chase, sadness , delight
and 40 on. I soon discarded these foa improvisations of my own and
varied them a Rit to avoid aepetition . In time, I found myself
impropising moae are mone, I emulatled the Strauss waltzes to no
end; "composed * Light openettas modeled aflea Franz Lehan, Frimal,
and others fon the simple neason that I became intenested in
watching the action and did not have Lime to Look at he
music.Besides, it was a crealive effoat which I found I coutd do
guite easily, I cannot say what the audience thought of &, But I
doult that they were very much awase of the music since the action
on the screen occupied thein entine atiention.

By fan , the moat impontant contnibution Ly the piano pleger of
the silent movies was ithe aagitime music of Scoti doplin, James
Scott, Joseph Lamb and otheas, The aags, so called , were veay
populan and fitled well in iscenes of fight comedy 4uch as Harold
Lfoyd , the flack Sennet cops, and laten, Charles Chaplin. Raglime
is happy music., When properly played it has a Lifting Lidl seldom
recognized on inteapaeted &y modean pianist. One had Lo Llearn this
trait 8y Being exposed to it and gradually leaaning where to put
the accents to give it the paopen emphasis, I found this in time and
even now when I play some of old nags, such as the flaple Leal nag,
the entertainer, the strenuous Life, Sensation and others, the old
ahythm aetuans . I Lecome awanre of il when I am Literally Lifled
foam my seal with cach mewsure. Without the nagiime, the piano
plagern of the sifeni movies would have fong feen foagotten foa it
was Lhaough this media that raglime neached the eaas of 4o many
people. Remembea, thal during the peniod of the sileni movies ,
Radio had noi yei devefoped, and not until neaa the end of the
silent movie this media fecame popular. By this time nagtime was
neplaced my more sophisticated nusic of Geashwin, RomReag ,Geoarge
Cohan and oltheas, and the era of the solo piano player was ovena.

But the silent movies did not 4stop with its ashoat slap-stick
comedies and westean., Epic production such as Biath of a
Naiion, dramas staring Mary Pickfond, 7heda Bana, Douglas
Fainbanks , the Baarymones, Haaril and othea henos of weslerns

mnade thedir appearance, Faeguentdly the pianist oa oarcheslaa
neceived a full musical score which was synchaonied with the mood
and action of the movie. JSome of <the theme 4songs of dLhese
production stidl Live in my memory. The Love song of Birth of a
Nation HRecame the Llheme song of Amos and Andy {in thein nadic
droadcasts. A talented group of composers in Hotlywood contriluted
a great deat to the music of the sifent movdies.

But I am getiing ahead of my stoay and nusl nefrace my steps a £il
Zoa the early days of the solitany piano playeas in the Nicododian
/s



were most dimpontant to me. This eanly phase in my career as a
piano playen Lasted about 5 yeaas. It was not continuous Loa theare
were inteapals 8etween my contracts, One summern Zinding mysels
without a jod, I played in the music depaniment of a 5 and 10 cent
storne., I played almost conidinuously faom morning tift evening
demonstarating populan tunes which 4so0fd at L0 cents a copy. Al
times I wccompanied singeas who worked unlil they weae hoaase. 7o
implement my veay meagea salary, I played in a dance halld uniif
midnight. Pounding the piano foa £2 houns a day was nol easy, My
thumd would not hotd up and I had to 8andage the open sone wilh
adhesive tape to prevent fuathea Zrauma. [ was aelieved that in
the Fall I oliained anothea job in the theatea and had only 3
houns oa 4o of continuous playing, This jod took me a Long way
Zrom home and in ondea to save 5 cent staeel can farne, I node to
wonk on my fBicycle. Cycling home al midnight was nol exactly safe
since I had no Lights Qut foalunately the motoa trallic those days
was veny Light,  However, ii seaved me well foa I hed Lhe
advantage of good exencise which I needed Ladly,

On Satuaday and Sunday I played 8oth matinee and evening shows.
The neighbonhood alout the thealea was not the Best since it was
in the midat of houses of prostitution., Usually, the gafs took
off on Saturday and filled Lhe Linst now oa fwo, Since there was
tittte ventifation in the theater, you can well imagine the odons
which peameated the pit where I was the fone victim., However, Lthey
were a pleasant and jolly Bunch and nevea caused my much trouble.

I much prefered them to the rowdy Italien gangs that frequented

the theaten,

Ay salany continued to incaease untid I was getiing near scale.

One of my jobs Loock me to the Fainy theaten, quite ctose Lo home.

It was a Lange open ain theatea. I don’t know how they gol &y wilh
one musician, THE ownen was a hugh bulk of a man who was aough

and sadistice I was glad thatl this engagement did no £ast Long fox

I did not enjoy working for him. The old droken down piano pul me
at o decided disadvantage forn many of the keys were stuck, In
onder to caaay on the mefodic tine, I had the pfay eveaything in
the aight had with oclives since two notes were felten Lthan one .
I might add thai in mosil of these old movies we did not have
Steinways to play on. On the whole they were old used pianos that
constantly 8roke down., Often I had to come in eaaly go ovea the
aclion of ithe piano and {Lessen up dome of the keys. fone
disconcenting was the fact thai most of these pianos were seldomed
tuned., I tind it veny difficull o impropvise on a pianc which is
off pitch fon the nesponae is fan Zrom whatl my ean anticipates.But
we had to make the 8est of the situation.

In the earfy days of the silenl movies, populan music wes
advertised in the movie theateas since it was Refore Lthe time of

and enteatained the audience By singing the tunes. This parovided

me with a Littfe nrelief of the routine and afso I was able Lo

obiain professional copies of iheia‘fuaic. This consisled of only
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the melodic {Line and words. I had to Zifl in the nest., Howevea,
it added measunably fo my supply of music which created some
intenest,

I dnrifted Zrom theatea to theatea in the Linst few yeanrs, gaining
a 8it of experience and seff-confidence. I Left that I was nready
fon Langer theateas with thaee or more musicians in the pil. In
79719 I finst degan to play with othens, I oftained a contaract wilh
a moderatefy farge fLocal neighborhood Ltheaten with a three piece
ensemble of violin piano and coanel. The coanet playen was Joe
Fionito, the &rothea of Ted Fionito, then a well known dand
teaden, THE piolinist was e daughter of the ownea, fia Reichmann
whose son Joe Reichman studied unden the same teachea that I did
fut who Lfater Lecame an outstanding oachestra Band {Leader. [

coutld not compare the two of lhem foam the Atandpoint of tafeni
Zor my violinisi had a veay poor ean for music. She exiracted a

sound from the viofin which sounded monre Like a cat in heat. The
coanelist flasted my ear daum foa three houns evenry night., This
was worse ithan wonking in a BRoilean facltony, and £t L4 no small
wondenr that fatea in fLife I developed a severe degree of nerve
deagness. Howeven, we managed to gel &y and continued Lo enteatadin

the audience fon the ensuing yean,

By now I was coniriButling to the Zamily coffers 322,00 pen week,
a tidy sum in those days. This enalfed Stevem my older Rrcthea Lo
enter colfege and study Pharmacology and my 4sisten yflargaret to
enter Washington Univensily, although she continued to teach some
of hea pupits afler school. This stifL did not allow many Lfuxunies
Qut for the finst time we wene able Lo stock-pile some savings and
purchase a Lo stony fLal not fLar faom the Univeasity, This gave
us a £if more noom, Qut we wene stiff veny crowded. Neverthelesrs,
we now had eitablish a fiam fooling én oun chosen fand and fooked
Lorward a Bil mone confidently to the futune.

By now, I was neady fonr college, having completed high school wilh
Barely a passing avenage, I debuted Long wilh my Lamily as to my
choice of a profession aend [inally concluded that Engineening
woud suit me fest foa I had a fain sueccess in mathemalics. I did
not .consider music as a peamanent careen Asince I recognized thal
the futune in this profession was Limited and that my Lraining waes
also dinadequate. So, I ennofled in Washinglon Univensitly and
Zoatunately was accepted despile my grades in High School., Howeven
I coutld not give up my wonk in the theater foa the dincome was
needed. I did not nealize at thai time that the fLinst yean in the
Schoof of Engineering was very demanding on the student, nrequinring
houas of homework and study., Since my evenings wene taken up with
my jok, this Lefi me very Little time Loz study, I wonked hanrd &ut
I did not do wetl and Zell fehind in my studies, 1 managed to
pass all the counses, Lut wilh veay poor grades.



Durning this peniod, I played in smalf onchestras in neighborhood
theateas. The days of the sofo piano player wasd afmost over foa
the 2ittfe movies could no Longer affoad the cosl of expanded
rentals of movies on LaBor cosl., The era of two neelen western and
shoat Mack Senneit type of comedy was giving way to 5 neel [Lilns
of seaious drama and monre realistic dinecting., Since sound had yet
to appear on the scene, the captions stitt were printed ful much
was Lefi to action alone, THE chodice and quality of our music
also dimproved, Since the onchestra could not impaovise
collectively we played music from scones and orcheslration., Thenre
was fLittle time to view the action on the screen since one was
absorbed in neading the scone., Howeven, having Been exposed Lo
the oachestrations nepeatedly, I knew many of them and could take
the lilerty of playing the piano and Looking al the movie al the
same tLime, 7 necalt one dincidence when I was s0 completely
alsonted in the movie that I was unaware thatl the piodinist, who
ted the smaftl group intentionally shiflted from one numfenr Lo
another without infoaming me. I ptayed c«long with the changes
quite automatically., Finally I Looked ovea at the violinist and
the thind memben of oun small and found them Quasting with
suppressed Laughten, Howeven, in neinospect, I considered this
quite an achiepement foa I neafized that I could Lollow
music almost automatically without conscious effort.

1 was grateful to the Leadea foa ovenlooking my digression and
trnied to give my undivided atienilion to the musical sconre,

Mone attention was given fto complete nendition of music nrathen
than to [follow closely the mood and action of the movie. In
genenal , the music was chosen to roughty foflowing the aclion
Howeven, this had the advantage of offering completle scores without
intenruption ' and no douldl improved the pernfoamance of Lhe
onchestra, Howeven, many of the movies came with onchestration
which closely [folfowed the action' but musically Lacking 4in

quality.

My year in the Univeasity was ovea, I nealized that I could not

continue my studies in Engineening without fieedom to study at

homg in the evening., I decided then that it would fe wise Lo skip
the next yeaa of colfege and save afl I could duning Lthis yean a0

I could neturn to school the following year without the need of

working every night. This was a diflicult decision, fut I felt that
physically, I could not continue a4 I had in the fiast yean and

Luntheamone, I was not gelting the full Lenetit of my educailon.

I was fortunate in obilaining a place in a theatea which ran two
matinees a week and commensurately a fetien salany than I had
neceived previousfy, I had my days free to do what I pleased. I
decided to take some advanced work in music. I consulled a teachen
who had previoustfy tutoned flargarel and he agreed Lo give me an
hour a week. Ottman Mall was a middle aged pienist and teachen of
music with quite a nepulation among the musicians in St. Louis. I
had to unteaan many of my BRad halits and master the Eludes of
Chopin , the music of Beethovan and Mozant. This Lead to a manked
impaovement in my Lechnic and inteapretation of music., In addition
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to playing thaee houas a day 4in ithe theater, I practiced as much
at home on our newly acquinred Steinway piano., My interest in music
increased as I acquined new knowfedge of the masters and improved
my alilily to peafoam., I fefl that this year of lraining prepaned
me foa fetllen oachestras and if necessary, for sofo peaformances.

7ime approached for continuing my education, I had Little inlenresd
in Enginening since I did se pooaly in the finst year and Leli
that I had Eittle aptitude for if. Anolher alteanalive came up
which atiracted my attention. I recalled that I had a counse in
Liology duning my Lirst year and did wetl in it. I Lthoughi thet I
could do wetl in fedicine- an Jidea which neceived considernalle
suppoal fLrom fLamify. I found it difficull to come 1o a decisdion
since duning my year depovted to the study of music wilh fAr fMlall I
had developed a new interest in music Loth in penformance and in a
deeper undenstanding of the mastens, This Left me with a dilemma
since I realized that I could not have Roth and that I musl give
my fufl attention Lo one or the other. I sought adviae fLoam fla
Mall who insisted that I continue my career in music and putl afl
my eneagy towards Becoming a'conceal pianist, THIS meant giving up
my theulen work and Leach foa a Living and in the meanwhile
continue my studies in music.

At fiast this appeared attractive fut on fLunthea consideration I
instinctively fefi that it would never woak foa [ nealized that [
had missed Lthis oppontunity earnly in Life when I [faifed Lo
continue my studies in music. I knew that it is in this peniod
that one must devefop his full potential in his technical adility
otheawise Lthis would Be impossible to achieve in Laten Life, I
afso nealized that I had devefoped 8ad habits in the preceding
years which I fefl wene difficufl to abough. Furtheamone, I had a
sevene handicap of a congenital immolilily of Both firal Lhunmd
fodint which would Limit my alifily {o execute difficull passuges,

After prolonged consideration, I fedd thal I wus not cul oul foa a
career as a conceat pianist and [ cealainfy did not want fLo
continue playing in theateas and dance halfs fon the Luture hefd
veay Little for advancement, I decided Lthen to enrofl in a couase
atl Washington Univeasily thail would prepare me fLon enfrance in the
Schoot' of fedicine, I fteft fehind me many mixed fLeelings [for I
Loved music and I nealized that I will have to give it up in a few
years, Foa years, I had episodes of deep depression as a nesufd of
my decision te give up my musicaf careen. I had [frequent recunnent
daeams Laten in £ile of regfoining my musician faiends and playing
with 2hem, One of these dreams took me 1o a theater fLocaled in
Wedster Groves. where I had played with a 5 piece orchestra foa a
shoat season., It consisted of a viofinist, a cellist, vioclisi and
clarninet, We enjfoyed oua work fLoa aff of them were exceffent
musician, Oun aepentoine consisled of classical music including
quintiets of ihe gneat masiers, operas, one of which I Loved and
stitt nemembern so weff- flassenet’s fanon, many of Russian
composens , UWagner and othens. We were mone interested .in tLhe
musiec than in foflowing the aclion of the movie and I am sure all
of us enjoyed each sersion, In my dreams I would join Lhis
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orchestra and vividly recall playing some of oua favorile pieces,
Howeven, | had a frightening experience eveay lime for Lean that I
would 8e nejected since I no {fonger fLelonged to the musician’s
union. Even to this day, I have occasionaf dreams of playing as a
substitute pianist in a movie house with the fean that I would Re
discopened. One of my mone ambitious dreams was that of a
conducter of a symphony orchestra., On one occasion , I conducled
one of my own compositions. The theme of Lthe composilion stlayed
with me and the following moaning I necalled it on the piano., I
s1idd rememben (L to this day.

fly studies in preparation fon Medicul schools progressed fairly
well despite the fact that I continued to wonk in the theater. The
subjecdis were mone interesting and did not requirne a greal deal
of home study. Howeven, my grades were not good, averaging aboutl a
C and I fegun to worry aloul feing uccepled ul Washinglon U. Aften
two yeans I thought I had sufficient credits and in Lthe summen of
2923, I applied for admission. The negistrar informed my that my
grades were not competative, and the Lest he could do was Lo pul
me on the alternaiive tist and hope that a vacancy would occun, I
did not hean from him for some time, and nearfy ALost hope of
entering when I neceived a call to come in foa an interview, This
time I was admiiled to thé office of Dean fuariott, a kindily
elderly man who was then also head of the department of
Pediatrica., He asked many questions and also infoamed me that my
grades wene not up to standaard and I afso facked some credil in
English Litenratune., Howevea, despite this, and for aeasons that I
could not comprehend , he decided to admii me &ut warned me that I
must do well in the finst yean oa I could be dropped .

I was etated and 40 werne my Lamify and [falends, I nregistered a
week lefone the School opened its doors to the class of 1923,
paid my yearfy tuition fee of $225.00, and Recume a full ZLedged
memlen of the class of 70 students. I had full confidence that [
could do wedl in my work for I was deeply inierested in it und fonr
the finst time, I knew that I would succeed. Howeven, fecause of the
cost of tuition, Books and need fto add my suppoal to the Lamily
coffer, I had Lo continue my work at the thealen despile the heavy
demands fon homework in my sluddies,

In my firnst yean I signed a contract with as ¢ piece oachestra in
a theatea located neanr the central southean pant of St
LouissSince I coufd not afford @ carn, I used the street can, This
gave me afout 20 minutes of study each way. From 5:00 to 6:00
P, I studied in the fLidrary and afien greling a Lite in the
cafeternia , 1 went to work., Usually we wene through 8y 11700 and
home in Bed &4y 12;00, I managed to get up atl six and afier «a
hasty Breaktast I would walk to school through Forest Park. This
walk took alout 45 min. since the distance was afoul two and one
hatll miles, I cannied my notes with me and neviewed the leclures
of the preceding day. By this aroutine, I managed fo gel alout fwo
and a half houns of study which proved quile adégquate foa al the
end of my finst year, I was nominatled foar the prize in anetomy
which was awanded to the student with the fest grades, You can
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welt how important this was Lo me, since it hefped greatly o
nestore my confidence and of course , it enalled me Lo continue
me to continue my studies, '
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The early twenties witnessed the development of Lthe speclaculan
movie houses - the gaund oanate theateas - some of them siidl used
foa movies and stage paoduction in the Lange cilies, 7o accompany
the silent movies , ALarge oachestras consisting of 25 or mone
musician wene employed. In St, Louis, among the popular orchesina
feadens wene Jean Rodamick. Ben Radea and BDave Silverman. The
onchestral scores wene carelully selected and synchronized with
the action, Theae is no dould thut muny of the thealea enthuniast
weae utiructed morne 8y the music than tLthe movies, This was
panticulunly taue of Duve Silveaman, who {Leud a« smafl group of
nusicians ul the Defmun theulen, He wus u baillianl pianist, veay
dynumic und « greut showman, His edulorate dimprovisation at
inteavufs when the nest of the oacheastau aemained sifent was
nemunkuble, During my Junion geun at the medical schovd, I was
asked to subastitute for JSilveaman foa 2 weeks while he wus
convafescing fLrom a opeaution on his hemoarhoids., I accepted with
gaeat misgivings, foa I nealized that I could not [Lill his shoes
us a s0loist in Lthe orchestra. Howevea, I needed the dough, and I
thought, what the hefd, I'#f give L a tny foa I had nothing Lo

Lose except Ry pride.

Well, I asucceeded in doing that fLoa din aetnrospect, I was a
misenable Laiture, I did wetll enough whife the oachestra was wilh
me fut duning the soldo peniods I was awful Lo say the Least, One
particular numlen s8ifl nemaina u thoan 4in my memoay. Perhaps you
remembea the tune cufled Nola, There 43 a passage giving the
piuno a Litile fingear cafisthenics ., For the Life of me, I could
not masiea Lhis pussage und euch Lime it cecuanred I stumbled. T
pructiced thias al home und nun it thaough without difficultly &ut
with the oachestra, I developed u mental Elock- und 8ingol I’
Zeel fEful on my fuce., I sunvived the two weeks. The wudience und
the oachestru  must huve fe relieved fto gel Dave Qack, and I also
was happy Lo get this episode behind me., This expeaience
vindicuted my decision 1o daovp music foa medicine, JfLor now 1
neulized mone than evea, that I would have neven made ii.

Although I suffened u set- Qack in my ege, I comforted mysell in
the fact Lthat music wud onfy a meuns Lo an end and that my
interest in Medicine came first., This enalled me to endune foun
yeans of woak in the theutea and conceal work which al times
demanded a greal deaf more then I could produce, One such episode
which fasted awafmost ¢ year was with Ben Rader, who conducled a 72
piece oachestra then playing al Lhe "swank Missound alhlelic ctul
in St. Louis, The membens of the oachesbnd werne mostly musicians
moonlighting faom the symphony ovachestra fed by Gann., The formen
pianisl, an outstanding musician fLound greenea fields elsewhene,
and Radea wus Lorced to Luke me fLon £ack of Retlilea talent,

I was always uncomfontubfe in the ensemble fon Like Silveaman's
oachestra, Lhe demands on Lthe pianist was quite gaeat, I wus
Zregquently given scfo improvisalions during the playing of
populan tunes, and agadin, I Laked the sophistication of the modern
school to enadle me to peafoam sutisfaclonily., I Lelieve that now
aftea 50 yeans I could do ALeittea, foa I have decome moae
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paoficient in the use of modean haamony and have had more
expenience Ln improvising. What conceaned me most, was the Sunday
evening conceal given to the dinens of the club, A soloist usually
took parl and often, withoul any preliminany areheanrsal, I was
handed a piece of music ,often hand wrilten, and, desented Ly the
onchestrad, I hud Lo accompany the singea. What,I coudd not nread,
ny ean daved me , fLoa I munaged to keep up wilh the singers and
aeuched Lhe Last note at the same Line they did. Howevea, I would
handly call it a €riléiuni peaformunce. I hud much to be Lhankfuf
to my odd ulcohol- soaked Itulian tenoa, who tought me to Lecome an

gccompanisl Lthe haad way.

Regundfess of the difficully and frustianation of this job, it hud
its advuntages. Since the vachestra pluyed only two hours a night,
excepl foa Sundey and radio &roudcasts, this enubled me to put
more houas dntlo my studies und my grades in all subjects that yean
were veay salisfacloay, So aguadin, I putl my pride aside and woaried
through a year of demanding work., fly main negnel to this day was
the teanible suffering I inflicied an the Buss viotlinist, He was
the 8uss conceat- masten of the St, Loudis Symphony and a dyed in the
wool musician, Too often for comfori,my interpretation of the Laass
notes on the piano conflicted wiilh his and the dissonance almosi
hilled the poor guy. How he menaged to survive withoul psychiatric
help is leyond me, fle died shoatly aftearwards, Leaving me with a
Leeling thal I may have hud somelhing 2o do with his prematune

demisde,

So much for my rubfing ellows with the famous , u ventune I anm
sure was nol u wise one, Qut it served its puapose , fLor I was
better ulle Lo evaluule my potentiul as peafoaming pianist and
thunkful that 1 chovse anothea pavfession. Howeven, it did not
Lessen my fove fLon music Lul ruther enhunced it. This much I am
thunkful foa- thal I nmanaged Lo survive it without too much

tavuma,.

One experience I enjoyed veay much was a year in a vaudeville
theatea on Grand ave- the Rialto. The demand on musicianship was
not gaeat, One had fo nead fast fLor al the end of each week, a
new show was Launched, The oachestra of eight pieces was Led by
Pyren, a fLormea Land leader and violinist. The next and fLast two
years of my cuneen as « musician was speni under his dinection,

Vaudeville, in those days was stidt very popular, Its death throes
came in £927 with the introduction of sound movies, In -£925, it
played 2o full houses, We pluyed 9 pealormances a week, with
matinees on Satluaday and Sunday, It took up Loo much of my time,
8ut since I hed entened the Junior yeuar in fledical Schoof, there
was Leas demand for home study since the couases wene clinicul

I manuged pretty weld,A lypical show consisted of un ovpening
numben &4y Lthe oachestau und a sernies of shoat act Lolfowed in
tupid Asuccession and ancunced Ly 8i€L Roards placed jusl outside
ef the stage. Thene is no doubt that this type of enteatainment
developed from Lhe London flusic halls Quiwith an Amenican ftwist,A
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8iL of dunrlesque added a touch of humor, Pronographic acts wene
rarely seen and the humoa was fairly clean, Acnobats, séingeas and
magicians weae usually 8illed and wenre quite popular. The
onchestaa dLeadenr had Lo de on his toes at all times for the
incidental music had to synchronize with the action on the
stage.Despite the fact that we had onfy one shoat nehearsal, thenre
was seldom a hiltch in the performance of the oachestra., The wonrk
wes comparatively easy withoul much tLension and I enjoyed the

aclion on the stage us well.

In my senion yean in fledicine, I had a stroke of Luck., In St,Louis
at that time thene was only one theatea-the fMajestic , that

was taken over Ly a dramu group of professionals veay much Like
the AC7 in San Francisco., The union nequired them to have an
orcheslra of six who played an opening numlear and dunring
inteamission, This was fonanzu fonr me , since I had ample time to
study detween acts and the demands of oun shilfs were minimal. The
dineclor was my fariend, fla Payoa and we goil afong Lamously except

Zoa one unfoatunatle incident.

I was well along in my Senior year when I was asked Lo have a
portrait taken fon my class Bock. On one Satunday afterncon
matinee, I thought I would sneak out and have Lhis done und Le
Back in time fon lhe inleamission. I did not give enough time

£oa the sireet car taansportation, and when I nreturned, the
orchestra was already in the pit without me, I sfid into my seal
at the plano, and was greeted with arnrows and daggers 8y Payon.l
suspecled Lthat he tLhought that I was up to no good . My aclion
could have resulted in a stiff fine Ly the nmusician's Union, how-
ever ; when I explained what had happened, I managed to stild hias
angen Bui I feft a deep sense of quift and always nememfened this
incident as somelhing I should have avoided.

The Lheater was Located wvery close 1o {he Skin and Cancen
Hospital, A Da, Montrose Bunrows was conducling some reseanch in
Cancer. He was Lumous foa his oniginul work of gaowing cancen
cells of human ornigin in tissue culiune, although Afexis Caetlf of
the National Cancen Institute tnied to steal the credit &y placing
his ngme on the published nepoat. Da.Burrows was a kind,atlable
penson and gave me alfé the facilities I needed. I did most of
the wonrk in the dabonatony aften theater hours dLeaving me fLew
hours for sleep. However, I enjoyed the work immensely since it
invofved caeative effoal and I fedl that a career in fedicatl
nesearch would e a inleaesting one. Bul this is not the purpose
of my Litilde thesis 30 I wilt not dwetld on it,.

My four yean cournse in Washington Unverily was drawing to an

end., I obiained a [fellowship in Pathology at the Universily of
Minnesota which commenced shortfy aflear graduation paying me Lhe
neagen sum of 362.50 a month fLoa the finst of thaee yeans, I
decided that Lhis wifl have to do,and to avoid any furthea work as
a paofessicnal musician, I nendened my resignation fo the Local
no., 2 of the musician’s union., I did not want to fe tempted to
werk any fongen as u musician, fLoa I wunted to spend all of nmy
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times prepaning for my chosen profession. Whal a great relief it
was Lo have my evenings free to do as I wished in my woak and not

divide my intenests,

Alout six months after I had resigned. from the Union, I necelved u
Letien from the secnetary of the Union, infoaming me thal a Loamen
employen in my Lirnst fLew years as a solo pianist in the Movies had
testified Lhat I had plaged Lo him unden union scale.They

accordingly fined me §£,000.00 aelrouctively, which was 995,00
more than I had in my fank account. I sent Buack the fLetter with a
note to the ellect that since I was one of many who worked unden
scale al that time foa the nickelodeons coufd not alfond more and
that since I was no tongern u memben of the Union, I suggested
that they use the Buck of this notice und fetiea and wipe thein

Zriggen arse with (¢,

That officiully ended my careen as a paofessionaf musician, Qut I
did not much care at the ¢ime, for 90 pencent of the fMuasicianas
were deprived of their caneea, In £927, AL Jolson ushened in the Era
of sound movies with the Jazz Singen and this was the end Lor the
majorily of musicians who depended on the theaten Lor work., At the
concfusion of theia contaract , onty a handfut of musicians weae
able to suavive. I fLedt sorny for them, Lut gratefud that I could
give Lt up now fLor I had succeeded in a new and interesti g Life
<n the Medical field. However, I owe a gnreut deal to tAdie with
whom I worked in music, the Joy of paaticipaling in an era nevexr
to fe nepeated again and the many happy memories I nretain of my
twefve years as a professional piano playen.

I have nevea Losi my fove don music. Pespile my despeanute
Linancial o8ligdtions in the early yeuns in the medical profession
I wlways managed to nent or own a piuno. The uat of improvisation
nepea Lefl me and seemed to impaove as my knowledge of music
increased. I could sit for houas at the piane and fet nmy
subconscious mind teke oven wilh un eusry fLlow of music some of Lhe
themalic sequences wene quite interesting. Al Lhe age of 52,1
decided to filf in my knowfedge of music wilh a study of harmony
and -counterpoint., I consulted the professon of flusic at the
Sacramento Stute College. James Adain, the head of Lhis department
neluctantly accepled me aften I had compleled a yeanr in Basic
haamony with one of his assistants, This I did, and Lor the next
12 yearns I took paivate Lessons with Adairn. He proved to be an
excellent teachen and taught me the AQBasic painciples of
countenpoint and composition, A student of Hindemuth, he {Leaned
towards modean dissonance in his waiting Gut unfike some of the
more radical deviationistl the Casic stauctune of his music was
traceable Lo the traditional harmony particularly the ULinean

harmonde patiean of Bach.

Alten two yeans, I was waiting {we pant Lugues with nigid regard
for contrupointal harmonic stauctune. On one occasion, afien
having compleled a shoatl composition, he fooked quile pleased and
ashed me if I even thought that I could wrnite fLike this. I told
him that I had never hud any doults of this since writing came
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spontaneoiusly and without much effort to nme, Encounaged &y my
progress I Look a sablatical fLeave hoping to put alf of my eneagy
into the study of musical composition. In London , I did some
work ful mede Lillle progress, I had Little sucecess in Paris and
Vienna fecause of language farniens, Aften a couple of monihs I
retluaned to New Yonk and entisted in the Jufiard School of Music,
There I was placed in a class with youngslen din elementany
haamony., Since I had gone thaough this phase of my education, I
Left aften a couple of months and netuaned to Sacaamento, [
2ejoined my medical gaoup Rut continued to sreceive some
instauction at the San Francisco Conservatony of Music,

I iried to entist as a student of ihe greul Faench composen,
flithaud, He was kind enough Lo give me un interview fuif was not
veay encounaging since he fefl thut I was tove ofd He suggested
that I adt in with one of his clusses composed of a small gaoup of
talented studenis. I uccepled his offer and efter an moaning
session, I nealized that Milhoud was right- that I was much too
obd , and that I could no Longer hope Lo neach any degree of
renfection in musical composition,

AL this time, I was rescued from my difemma Ly an offen of a fult
time position in neseaach al the Univensity of Calif. Schoof of
fledicine- a position which I accepted gratefully, foa I was venry
tined of my practice as a clinical Pathologiat, fly work Look me
<nto the fiedd of Radiution Biofogy. 7he woak was quite crealive
and demanding, I had {ittfe {time foa creative work in music on
additional programed studies s0 I daifted away fLaom Lhis project
and Lost contfinuity with it. However, I did derive grneal pleviune
in dimprovising at the pianc which now had greaten meaning [Lon me
adlnce I hud ‘wequined Aome knowledge of composdition and
counteapoint and:even now, I can refax uf the pieno, play Bach ,
Chopin,Beethovan wilth « gaeuter appreciulion and fLetten
inteaprnetatlion than when I was young ulihough I must admit that my
technique is Regining Lo suffen fon my finger joint conlinue to
stiffen - a nalunuf complicutlion for a man in his méiddfe eighties,
Howeven, despite these handicaps, I can stilf pick up the music of
the old nagiime era and play it with a deep feeling of joy as

it taanspoats me Lack to my youlh and the wonderful era of the
silent movies, the fLovely Laflads which stifl haunt me , and
alove all the happy music-nragtine,
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